
 
 

MIN 395 – Selected Topics in Christian Ministry 
Christian Ministry in a Multifaith Society1 

 
February 27 – June 2, 2017 

Intensive Week at Jackson’s Point Conference Centre: March 27 – 31, 2017 
 

 
Instructors: Major Cathie Harris, Master of Religious Education 

 Major Ray Harris, Doctor of Ministry 
BoothUC Email:  Cathie_Harris@boothuc.ca; Ray_Harris@boothuc.ca 
Duration: Winter/Spring 2017 
Delivery Mode: Hybrid 
Credits:   3 credit hours 
Prerequisites: none 
 
Voluntary Withdrawal Date:   April 28, 2017 
Time Extension Application Deadline:   May 19, 2017 
 
Course Description:   
  
This course is designed to explore the implications of Canada’s multifaith context for Christian ministry.  
It will consider ways to understand this context through the lens of Scripture, history, experience and in 
conversation with Salvationist convictions.  Students will think through the impact on our practice of 
ministry in such areas as pastoral care, civic ceremonies and organizational partnerships. 
 
Learning Outcomes for students: 
 
Upon completion of this course it is anticipated that students will: 

- Grow in their knowledge of Canada’s history of multiculturalism and multifaith expressions. 
- Gain a deeper understanding of our current context related to those of other faiths 
- Examine Scripture and tradition for ways of effectively living in a multifaith context. 
- Consider the ways we engage in Salvation Army ministry in a multifaith world 
- Explore partnerships with other faith groups for a common purpose 
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- Evaluate their own attitudes and behaviours related to those of other faiths. 
 
Required Textbook(s) and Reading(s) 
 

Balmer, Brice H.  Meeting our Multifaith Neighbors.   Waterloo, Ontario: Herald Press, 2006. 
You may access this book in electronic format, free, from the Booth University College Library. 
If you prefer a hard copy you may order it from Menno Media by calling 1-800-245-7894. 
 
http://ezproxy.boothuc.ca/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nleb
k&AN=197726&site=ehost-live&scope=site 
Note: You will need a library card and password in order to access this book.  If you do not already 
have a Booth University College library card, please contact the library by chat, email, or phone to 
receive one by February 26, 2017 so that you can complete the pre-course assignment. 
 
Burry, Juan.  “Witnessing in a Multifaith World.”  Salvationist, July 2011. 
 

Other required and suggested readings will be available by digital link on the online course site. 
 
Course Outline 
 
Classes and readings will include the following topics: 

History of our multifaith context in Canada   
Current Context and implications for ministry 
Biblical and theological foundations of multifaith engagement 
Pastoral issues such as weddings, funerals etc. 
Partnerships in the community with other faith groups e.g. refugees 
Religious Violence 
Religious Symbolism 
Reading Sacred Texts 
Civic Ceremonies 
Salvation Army ministry in light of multifaith realities 

 
Course Requirements - Overview 
 
Article Review and Reflection   10%  Due: March 14, 2017 
Book Review       20%  Due: March 27, 2017 
Personal Journals    10%  Due: April 7, 2017 
Integration Interview & Research Paper  30%  Due: May 5, 2017 
A Theology of Ministry Paper   30%  Due: June 2, 2017 
 
NOTE:  All assignments are to be double-spaced using at least 11 font. 

All assignments are to be submitted using the drop box on the course online site. 
3All assignments must be submitted to successfully complete this course. 
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Course Requirements and Evaluation - Details 
 
Pre – Intensive Assignments 
 
1. Article Review and Reflection – 10% of course grade 

Due by March 14, 2017. 
Length:  500 words 
 
Read the article by Juan Burry, “Witnessing in a Multi-Faith World.” 
http://salvationist.ca/2011/07/witnessing-in-a-multi-faith-world/ 
 

 

Write a 500 word reflection on this article in which you engage the following questions: 

 In what ways has your personal experience of our multifaith world been similar to/ different 
from Burry’s? 

 Burry frames the different approaches to multifaith with the terms: Normative Pluralism, 
Exclusivism, Inclusivism. How helpful are these terms in naming your own perspective, and why? 

 What is one conviction you bring to this course, and why is it important to you? 

 What is one question you bring to this course, and why is it important to you? 
 
2. Book Review – 20% of course grade 

Due by March 27, 2017.   
Length:  1000 words  

 
Book to Review: Balmer, Brice H.  Meeting our Multifaith Neighbors.   Waterloo, Ontario: Herald 
Press, 2006. 
 
Write a review of Meeting our Multifaith Neighbors using the following questions as a guide as you 
read the book and write your review. 
 

 What is the central question or issue that the book is addressing for our present context? What 
is the author’s stated purpose in writing this book?  To what extent do you think the author 
accomplishes this purpose? 

 What convictions has the book confirmed for you?   What insights have you gained?   What new 
questions do you have? 

 How might this book contribute to the practice of ministry in The Salvation Army? 

Intensive Week Assignment 
 
3. Personal Journals – 10% of course grade 

Due – April 7, 2017 
Length – 5 journals, each approximately 200 words 

Each day following class you will record your thoughts, feelings, questions and new insights from 
that day’s class including all aspects of learning: lecture, video, discussion, readings etc.  What new 
insights have you gained today?  What have you heard today that might impact the mission of The 
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Salvation Army?  These daily journals will be approximately 200 words each.   They will be submitted 
electronically, as a group of 5, following the intensive week.  

Post-Intensive Assignments    
 

4. Paper – Integration Interview and Research – 30% of course grade 
Due – May 5, 2017 
Length – 1500 words 
 

One of the convictions of this course is that we need to engage with people in order to learn about their 
faith.  You are to interview a person from a world religion other than Christianity. This person should be 
18 years old or older. It is hoped that this conversation will help you to enter more deeply into their 
experience.  As you arrange the conversation time, make sure they know that you want to learn from 
them and from their experience – and why.  Your main task is to listen to them. Gently guide the 
conversation in a sensitive way, honouring their responses.  At the end of the conversation, try to 
express to them something of what you learned from them and how they have helped you. 
 
You may use the following questions as a guideline for your conversation:  
What are some of the practices and rituals of the faith that are meaningful to you? 
What are some of the most essential beliefs of your faith that you would want a Christian to 
understand? 
How do you think your religion is viewed by other Canadians? 
How did you come to embrace this faith as your own?  Tell me something about your journey of faith.   
In what ways does your faith impact your life? 
What impact can your faith have on the world to make it a better place? 

Following the interview you will summarize what you have learned and in what ways it has affected the 
way you think and might respond to followers of this religion. How might this impact your ministry?    
 
In addition to the interview report, summarize the main beliefs of the faith of the person you 
interviewed in approximately 500 words.   Use a variety of sources (internet, articles and chapters of 
book) making sure that at least some of the sources are from the perspective of that faith group.  Be 
sure to include a bibliography.   Then answer this final question:  In light of your interview and research 
what is the value of learning from other faiths for Christian faith and practice? 
 
5. Paper: A Theology of Multifaith Ministry – 30% of course grade 

Due – June 2, 2017 
Length – 2000 words 
 

Compose a paper of 2000 words in which you develop a theological understanding of ministry in a 
multifaith society. Your work will demonstrate evidence of the following: 

 Your understanding of the task and tools of theology. 

 The role of context in doing theology. 

 Your convictions about the Christian faith and how they relate to a multifaith society. 

 Your understanding of Christian ministry and what it means to be “a transforming 
influence” in a multifaith society. 



 An integration of resources used and referenced in the course as well as original 
research. 

 
Bibliography – will be available on the online course site 
 
Letter Grades & Grade Points 
 

A+  (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior 
organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize, a superior grasp of the subject matter 
with sound critical evaluations, evidence of an extensive knowledge base. A final grade of A+ may be 
awarded only with the approval of the Academic Dean. 

A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent organization, 
excellent ability to analyze and synthesize, an excellent grasp of the subject matter with sound critical 
evaluations, evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, 
demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize, a very good grasp of the subject matter, evidence of 
good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues under examination, very 
good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

B (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter, evidence of critical 
capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under examination, 
evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+ (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject matter, 
evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of the relevant issues 
under examination, evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C  (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; some 
evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in the material; 
evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant literature. 

D  (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject matter and 
some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F   (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of the 
subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use of the 
literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 

 
Academic Policies 
Academic Integrity 
It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work or a portion 
thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism harm both the student and 
the reputation of the University College.  Plagiarism or any form of cheating in examinations or term 
tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic penalty that may include loss of part or all of the 



marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal from the University College, or other 
serious consequences.  Plagiarism or cheating in a course in which a student is cross-registered with the 
University of Manitoba may lead to disciplinary action by the University according to its policies. 
 
To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In short, it is 
stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to state the source of 
well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to acknowledge the sources of ideas and 
expressions they use in their written work, whether quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to 
diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well as to written material and materials or information from 
Internet sources.  Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or 
cheating if a student submits an assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or 
copies the answer or answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment.  
 
At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the prescribed 
plagiarism tutorial. 
 
Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic Dean before a 
grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic Dean.  
 
The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the allegations and 
the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then make a determination whether 
or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on appropriate disciplinary measures. The 
student and instructor will be notified of the Academic Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision 
will be sent to the Registrar and University College President. The student has the right to appeal the 
decision of the Academic Dean (see Academic Appeals). 
 
Policy on Unclaimed Term Work 
It is the student’s responsibility to claim all course work, assignments or tests.  Any course work that has 
not been claimed by students will be held for a period of four months from the end of final exam period 
for the term in which the work was assigned. At the conclusion of this time, all unclaimed course work 
will be destroyed according to FIPPA guidelines. 
 
Policy on the Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones in Booth Classrooms 
We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement between 
professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom only for the purposes 
of course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including email), downloaded material, or 
other electronic devices such as cell phones require the express permission of the instructor. Social 
networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, blogging and other related activities are not permitted in 
Booth classrooms. The use of personal computers and other electronic devices in the classroom is a 
privilege which may be withdrawn at the discretion of the instructor. 
 

Late Submission of Assignments 

Late assignments will be penalized by 5% per day up to a maximum of 50%.  Submissions will not be 
accepted past this penalty and will result in a mark of ‘0’ for the assignment. 

Students unable to complete the term work prescribed for a course must apply to the instructor for 
approval, within two weeks prior to the end of classes, for an incomplete grade and time extension for 



the completion of work. (There is an official form to be filled out, found in the Academic Policies section 
of the Booth University College Academic Calendar.) 

A grade of incomplete may be granted by the instructor only when a major portion of the course work 
has been completed satisfactorily, but some requirement(s) have not been completed. 

 


